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Dr Crispin Howitt is a Senior Principal Research Scientist at CSIRO. For more than two decades, he 
has made significant contributions to our understanding of cereal protein functionality, grain 
quality, and processing performance. His research has delivered both scientific advances and 
practical outcomes for industry, most notably through his leadership in the development of 
Kebari® ultra-low gluten barley. This world-first innovation created new opportunities for gluten-
reduced food and beverage products, and was recognised with the CSIRO Chairman’s Medal in 
2016. 
 
Beyond barley, Crispin has contributed to research that has improved our understanding of the 
biochemical traits underpinning wheat quality, processing performance, and nutritional value. His 
expertise continues to influence breeding programs and quality assessment tools used across the 
grains value chain. 
 
Crispin has authored more than 70 peer-reviewed publications, attracting over 4,000 citations. He 
has also held prominent editorial roles, including Editor of the Journal of Cereal Science and 
Associate Editor of Cereal Chemistry, and has received numerous honours in recognition of his 
contributions to science and innovation, including the CSIRO Chairman’s Medal in 2016 and the 
CSIRO Support Excellence Award in 2022. 

 
Equally significant has been his commitment to mentoring and inspiring the next generation of cereal scientists, many of whom now lead research programs in 
Australia and overseas. Throughout his career, Crispin has demonstrated a remarkable ability to translate fundamental research into practical outcomes for 
industry. His leadership of CSIRO’s Future Protein Mission helped shape national research priorities for plant-based ingredients, linking fundamental biochemistry 
to emerging high-value markets. 
 
Crispin is also a valued member of the AGSA community, having served on the AGSA Council since 2022, chaired the 2022 AGSA Conference in Canberra, and 
currently serving as a member of AGSA’s Advisory Committee. His contributions to AGSA, together with his longstanding commitment to collaboration, 
mentorship, and scientific excellence, have strengthened the grain science community across Australasia. Through his scientific achievements, innovative research, 
and dedicated service, Crispin has made an exceptional contribution to grain science. 


